
December 2021 

Eastern Goldfields Historical Society since 1946  

Can You Help 

The society is always on 
the lookout for collections 
relating to the history of 
the Eastern Goldfields.  

December Dates to Remember  

03 December 2021 - Volunteers Morning Tea 

04 December 2021—Market Stall Art Centre 

24th December 2021 - Closed  

 

There will be no newsletter 

in January the newsletters 

will run from February to 

December 2022.  

Goldfields Diggings 

 

Christmas 2021 

Christmas Period  

Opening Hours  
 

23rd December - Closed 

24th December -  Closed 

27th December  - Closed 

28th December -  Closed 

29th December - Closed  

30th December -  Closed 

31st December -  Closed 

3rd January - Closed 

4th January- Closed 

5th January- Closed 

6th January- Closed 

7th January- Closed 

10th January- Closed 

11th January - Closed 

12th January- Closed 

13th January- Closed 

14th January- Closed 

17th January  - Closed 

18th January - Open as 

usual 

 

Hours may vary slightly 

keep an eye out on our 

Facebook  page to stay up 

to date. 

The Eastern Goldfields Historical Society would like to take this opportunity to 

wish all its, volunteers, members and supporters a very Merry Christmas and 

we look forward to seeing you all again in the new year. 

Photographs below taken by Jeff McKenzie. Parkeston Christmas train 1981. 
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Save the Date 

04th December 2021 

Art  Centre Indoor  

Christmas Markets Please 
mark it in your diary and if 
you can spare an hour to 
help at the stall please let 
us know.   

The Society is still looking 

for information on the pas-

toral stations around the 

Goldfields. If you would like 

to share any stories you 

may have please contact  

the EGHS.  

Final Meeting of the Year 

End of Year Function 
The Society held its end of year / Christmas function on the 20th November at 

the Overland.  Thanks to all that came. Every one had a great evening.  

Did you know the Eastern 

Goldfields Historical society 

has a presence on TripAdvi-

sor. Feel free to post a posi-

tive review for us. 

For those of you that missed it the final guest speaker of the year was 

Arthur Ward. Arthur spoke to the members about his journey as a clay 

target  shooter. He brought in some of his sash collection. Amazing! 

Arthur’s story was shared on Facebook and has reached over 4000 people. A 

great statistic.  

One of our members is look-

ing for a copy of the book  

“ Memories of Lake Lefroy: 

A History of Land Sailing on 

Lake Lefroy” by Susan Lynda 

Day. If you have a copy you 

would like to give away 

please get in contact.  

We have also had some 

members of the public look-

ing for the book a Will to 

Win by Johnny DeMeis. If 

you have a copy you would 

like to sell or give away let 

me know and I can put you 

in touch. 

The photographs that we have uploaded to the Collections WA website are not searchable via 

TROVE and  the links will hopefully lead more people to the EGHS!  

 

Check it out at  https://trove.nla.gov.au/search?keyword=nuc%3AWEGHS 

 



In the Library 

A Drop in the Bucket - 

Margaret Morgan 

A History of Bardoc - 

Doug Darroch 

Faded Colour - Harry 

Foxley 

Fields of Gold - Charley 

Nadin 

Fourteen Men - Arthur 

Scholes 

Her Name is Women - 

R. Erikson 

Heroic Misadventure - 

Ron Manners  

Italian Roots in Aus-

tralian Soil - Joseph 

Gentilli 

John Forrest : Man of 

Legend - Cyril Ayris 

Life on the Australian 

Goldfields - Derrick 

Stone 

All available to lend 

from the Library. 
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Calendar News 

Images and stories 
from the 50’s, 60’s 
70’s, 80’s, 90’s until 
now (that pertain to 
the Eastern Goldfields) 
- if you've got them 
and you don’t know 
what to do with them, 
come and see the  
volunteers at the  
Society.  

Bookshop News 

Great News the latest edi-

tion of What’s in a Name 

(revised) has arrived. A  

stocking stuffer not to be 

forgotten.  

Not to be missed! 

Looking for a stocking stuffer—look no further. The EGHS calendar will make a 

perfect edition to any stocking you need to stuff.  

Kalgoorlie-Boulder Visitor Centre 
The annual colouring competition is under way at the visitor centre. Some 

great prizes are up for grabs including a calendar from the EGHS. Great for 

kids of all ages. 

Christmas at the Old Camp 

G. Spencer Compton 

Christmas fare was frugal for all. The little parties round the tents and small fires 

boiled the billies and partook of the tinned meat, tinned pudding and billy tea 

cheerfully or thankfully - with the spirit of "Goodwill to All" triumphant over all the 

handicaps of adversity or hard living. For a time, the dust from The Flat was for-

gotten; quiet reigned and friendship ruled. The short break was welcome; but not 

for long! Soon the men were back at the old dirty occupation.  - Taken from Christ-

mas at the Old Camp. 

 

You can purchase a copy of this story from the EGHS. 
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Glimpses of the Past 
Dryblower 

Got an old dryblower lay-
ing around that you don’t 
know what to do with. 
Contact the EGHS and we 
will take it off your hands.  

Christmas on the Boulder Block 

The poor are always with us, they say.  Poor old blokes were provided for, at 
Christmas anyway, by the Boulder Block Committee. Headed by Hughie Fra-
ser, a collection would be taken up from miners on a few paydays. 

Old blokes would be sought out and their needs attended to for the festive 
season. The standard gift would be a flannel undershirt, a pair of blankets, 
food and beer. These old men most often lived in humpies on the edge of 
goldmining leases and had no worries about rents or rates, though of course, 
their bedroom was their sitting room, bathroom and kitchen. 

Excerpt taken from Boulder City of the Dreamtime by John Morris 
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Photographic News 

The EGHS has set up an 

account with containers 

for change. If you would 

like to donate to a worthy 

cause please consider us. 

Scheme ID: C10397895 

 

Skills and Time 

 Required 
 

Cassette Tapes— we were 

lucky to receive a grant 

from the Goldfields Esper-

ance Community Trust.. 

The EGHS will use this 

money to purchase a Cas-

sette Converter USB Cas-

sette Tape to MP3 Cas-

sette Capture Recorder.  

Once the cassettes in the 

collection have been dig-

itized we will be looking 

for some one to tran-

scribe them. If you think 

you might be interested in 

doing something like this 

please let us know.  We 

would like to take this op-

portunity to thank the 

Goldfields Esperance 

Community Trust for their 

support with this project. 

https://www.gect.net.au/ 

The photographic department is looking for a new leader. Someone who is keen 

to keep projects moving along. You will need a fair understanding of computers 

and scanning however we are willing to train the right person. If you are interest-

ed in getting  involved please come in and have a chat.  

Christmas Camp—Dryblower Murphy 

 

The miles are long in mulgaland, 

Beyond the beaten pad, 

To-day is Christmas, but no hand 

Grips mine in greeting glad. 

Yet, though this stinted meal I make 

Burlesques the festal board, 

It strums upon the strings that wake  

A long-forgotten chord. 

It bears me back on rushing wings 

That time can never cramp - 

To Olden days to golden days— 

The Days of Christmas Camp. 

 

It bears me back to Bayley’s boom 

Before a stamp was dropped,  

When men swung out for elbow room 

And home the timid stopped. 

It carries me to Christmas sprees, 

When hope was in the cup: 

We drank, and thought we left the lees 

To those that followed up. 

The days no promise petered out, 

Our ardor hot to damp, 

The thriving days, the hiving days— 

The days of Christmas Camp. 

 

It hugged the hill that straggled down 

Coolgardie’s eastern side,  

Its walls and roofs of hop-bush brown, 

Its door of bullock hide. 

On Christmas eve we picked the site, 

On Christmas Day was built, 

And ringing rose on Christmas night 

The Dolly’s golden lilt. 

A week before on Tindal’s Flat 

We’d pegged Aladdin’s lamp, 

In roaring days, in scoring days - 

The days of Christmas Camp. 

Historical Cooking 

In approximately 1977 the Royal Flying Doctor 

Women’s Auxiliary produced a cookbook entitled 

“ Historical Cookbook” . Seeing as  it is nearly 

Christmas you might want to try some of these 

tasty treats.  

 

This book is in our library feel free to drop in and 

get a recipe or two. 

Time to get your cake cooked. 



Volunteer News 
 

Over the past month of Oc-
tober our volunteers have 
put in a staggering 458 
hours.  
 
Huge shout out to every-
one who participates down 
at the Historical Society. 
We couldn’t do it without 
you.  
 
Some of our volunteers 
spend time researching, 
in the library, working 
with maps and working 
with the photographic 
collections.  
 
Over the past few months 
we  have been lucky 
enough to have a few high 
school students completing 
their community service 
hours. They have been  
helping with scanning and 
data entry. 
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The Eastern Goldfields Historical Society acknowledges the support of the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder 

If you need a hand accessing  

resources online feel free to 

call into the Society  and get 

some help.  

Christmas Mining  

The Christmas Box Gold Mine , not your ordinary Christmas present but between 

1935-1939 it treated 2567.50 tons of ore treated for 2,216.13 ozs of gold pro-

duced.  The Christmas Box mining lease (5402) was situated in Londonderry on 

the Coolgardie Goldfields.  

In the Broad Arrow Goldfields region there was a mining centre named the 

Christmas Reef, this comprised of six leases, operating from 1933  to approxi-

mately  1942. 

 

The mining centre comprised the following lease - Fair Adelaide 1933-34 - 

650.52 tons of ore producing 160.66 ozs of gold,  High Rock 1939-40  -  44.75 

tons of ore producing 8.96 ozs of gold. Magpie 1940 - 22.25 tons of ore produc-

ing  22.99 ozs of gold. Mexico 60 tons of ore producing 10.33 ozs of gold. Moon-

stone 6 tons of ore producing 10.33 ozs of gold and the New Year’s Gift 1942 - 

11.25 tons of ore producing 9.03 ozs of gold. 


