
 

Can You Help? 

July Dates to Remember: 

6th July - Volunteers’ Morning Tea 

20th July - General Meeting 

July 2022 

Eastern Goldfields Historical Society            2022-07 

Goldfields Diggings 

Contact Details 

Phone: 08 9093 3360 

Email: 

eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org.au 

Website: 

www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au 

Do you purchase the 

newspaper every day and 

then put it in the recycling 

bin?  

The Society collects articles 

from the Kalgoorlie Miner for 

future reference. If you would 

be willing to donate your read 

newspapers to us, we can put 

them to good use. You can 

drop them off or we will 

collect fortnightly. Please, let 

us know. 

Following up from the article in the May newsletter regarding the model 

stamp battery from the Golden Mile. It has now been polished and is going to 

be on display at an Exhibition in London call Masterpiece. 

“Masterpiece London is the unmissable art fair where visitors can view and 

buy the finest works of art, design, furniture and jewellery - from antiquity to 

the present day.“  

 

It is also on display at Hatchwell Antiques in London. Price is available on 

application. More images can be found on their website. 

https://www.hatchwellantiques.co.uk/classical/scale-model-of-a-goldmine-

stamp-mill-detail 

Stamp Mill News 

Membership is now due! 
 

If you haven’t already 

received an invoice for your 

membership fees, you should 

get one over the next few 

days. Payment is required by 

the end of the month.  

 

Paying by EFT: 

BSB: 066514 

Account: 00900580 

REF: Surname/Invoice  

Number 

mailto:eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org.au
http://www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au
https://www.hatchwellantiques.co.uk/classical/scale-model-of-a-goldmine-stamp-mill-detail
https://www.hatchwellantiques.co.uk/classical/scale-model-of-a-goldmine-stamp-mill-detail
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New to the Bookshop 

Genealogy Preservation Kits. Pop in 

and take a look. 

Ora Banda 

Book Shop News 

We are always interested in 
images and stories from 
the 50s, 60s, 70s, 80s, 90s 
and up until now, that 
pertain to the Eastern 
Goldfields.  
 
If you have them and you 
would like to share them, 
come and see the 
volunteers at the Society.  

2022 Affiliates State 
History Conference 

 
September 9th—11th 

 
The Royal Western 

Australian Historical Society 
Annual State History  

Conference of Affiliated 
Societies is being held in 
Denmark this year. For 

more information please 
contact the Denmark 

Historical Society.  
 
info@denmarkhistoricalsoc
ietywa.org.au 

Kalgoorlie School of 
the Air is Celebrating 

60 years . 
 

Do you have any images  of 
the School? Did you attend 
the School? Get in touch: 
eo@kalgoorliehistory.org.au  

 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to committee member Helen Sheehan on receiving life 

membership to the Repertory Club. Well deserved.  

The iconic Ora Banda Hotel - the 

Heritage Skills Association are looking 

to create a pictorial history of the Ora 

Banda Hotel and are hoping people 

would like to share their images (and 

stories). You can get involved in the 

comments below or email 

eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org 

The above article was taken from  The Golden 

Age (Coolgardie, WA : 1894-1898 / Thursday 13 

June 1895 / Page 2 

$30.00 

$5.00 

$22.00 

$5.00 

mailto:info@denmarkhistoricalsocietywa.org.au
mailto:info@denmarkhistoricalsocietywa.org.au
mailto:eo@kalgoorliehistory.org.au?subject=Kalgoorlie%20School%20of%20the%20Air%2060%20Years
mailto:eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org?subject=Ora%20Banda
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We have had a request for information on Ian Thorburn 1944-2021. Ian was a 

presenter on ABC Radio and was a renowned sportsman, excelling in baseball, 

cricket and golf. His family members are searching for images and stories. If you 

have any you would like to share, please get in touch with our research team at 

research@kalgoorliehistory.org.au 

We are looking for images of all the plaques and monuments around the 

Eastern Goldfields. If you are out and about and see one, can you please take a 

picture and send it into us? We would also appreciate the GPS co-ordinates. 

Can You Help? 

Red Bluff Hotel, Coolgardie  

had a stadium erected at 

the back of it where 

fortnightly bouts of boxing 

were held.  One of the 

greatest fights ever held 

there was between Mick 

Dooley and Fogarty a 

Melbourne man who went 

by the name “Melbourne 

Jawbreaker”.  The hotel 

was  located on Quarry St. 

Coolgardie.  
 

Do you have any 

information  about this 

hotel? If you do, get in 

contact as we would love 

to know about it.  

DGR Status 
 

Did you know that the 

Eastern Goldfields 

Historical Society Is  

recognised as a DGR or 

Deductible Gift Recipient?  
 

A DGR is an organisation 

that can receive donations 

that are tax  deductible. 
 

What does this mean?  
 

If you make a donation  to 

the EGHS you may be able 

to deduct that gift from 

your own income - claim 

the donation as a 

deduction when filing your 

personal income tax return 

for the year.  
 

For more information 

please speak to your  

accountant.  

Research HELP! 

Eastern Goldfields Plaques & Monuments  

Old Kambalda and Red Hill - George Spencer Compton 

In 1895, at Coolgardie, some of the exciting events of the year were associated with the 

reports of a rich gold find, and frequent mentions of a whole bucketful of rich 

specimens, said to have been located somewhere towards the south, near 

Widgiemooltha or perhaps at Lake Lefroy.  

Crowds of men assembled in the town as the rumours spread and parties scoured the 

bush without success. No trace of the gold could be found, nor could any information 

as to the nature of the find be got from the man thought to be responsible – McCann. 

Tempers ran high when it appeared that the reported find was a hoax and McCann was 

in danger of violence from the mob. It was considered no joke to have good men rush 

out into the bush on a wild goose chase probably to be short of food and especially of 

water. 

“McCann’s Bogus Rush” as it was called, became an event of historical interest. 

However, in view of subsequent events, there may have been some substance in the 

rumours of gold, for near Red Hill gold was located a little later and a number of 

prospectors were soon at work. 

Red Hill itself, a prominent feature, with a well nearby and close to the north-west end 

of Lake Lefroy, soon became familiar to hundreds of men, many of them travelling back 

and forth from the Hampton Plains shows and Widgiemooltha (50 miles south of 

Coolgardie). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Men who raised such reports on the Eastern Goldfields generally had their ears cut off 

to mark them as liars, and men to be avoided.” Bunbury Herald, 1899. 
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The EGHS has set up an ac-

count with containers for 

change. If you would like to 

donate to a worthy cause 

please consider us. 

 

Scheme ID: C10397895 

Kanowna Books 
Ever wonder about some of the people who lived at Kanowna? Jan McLeod has 

been busy digitising some of the collection of Kanowna books that were 

donated to the Society in 2020. Below is an example of what can be found in 

one of the books. Lot 346, corner of  Willis & Doyle St, Kanowna was once 

owned by David Jones 23.12.1896 and then on the 01.12.1897 it was 

transferred to Elizabeth Jones.  



 
.  
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Aussie Bread Tags for 

Wheel Chairs 

The EGHS is now  one of 

the two collection points in 

the Goldfields.  Don’t 

forget to  drop them off! 

Drinking from My Saucer 

Dryblower 

Do you have an old 

dryblower laying around 

that you don’t know what 

to do with?  

Contact the EGHS and we 

will happily take it off your 

hands. 

Dryblower 

We have a dryblower that 

is in need of some TLC. Can 

you help?  

Drop in and take a look.  

I’ve never made a fortune and it’s probably too late now. 

But I don’t worry  about that much, I’m happy anyhow. 

And as I go along life's way, I’m reaping better than I sowed. 

I'm drinking from my saucer, ‘cause my cup has overflowed. 

 

I don’t have a lot of riches, and sometimes the going’s tough. 

But I’ve got loved ones around me, and that makes me rich enough. 

I thank God for his blessing, and his mercies he’s bestowed. 

I'm drinking from my saucer, ‘cause my cup has overflowed. 

 

I remember times when things went wrong, my faith wore somewhat thin. 

But all at once the dark clouds broke, and the sun peeped through again.  

So God, help me not to gripe about the tough rows that I’ve hoed.  

I'm drinking from my saucer, ‘cause my cup has overflowed. 

 

If God gives me strength and courage when the way grows steep and rough. 

I’ll not ask for other blessings, I’m already blessed enough. 

And may I never be too busy, to help others bear their loads. 

Then I’ll keep drinking from my saucer, ‘cause my cup has overflowed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- John Paul Moore 

Kanowna - Help Needed 

We are currently in the process of putting the trail guide booklet together for 

the Kanowna Heritage Trail. If you have experience in publishing/editing books 

and have a decent amount of time to help take this project to the final stages 

please contact me on 9093 3360. 

Kanowna Question 
In 1941 the school house at Kanowna was sold to the Golden Feather Lodge 

and the residence was sold to Mr Richardson of Boulder. Then in 1948 the 

Henderson Family purchased the house and transported it to Piccadilly St, in 

Kalgoorlie. Can anyone tell us which house number this is and if this house is 

still standing?   

The Eastern Goldfields Historical Society acknowledges 
the continued support of the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder. 


