
 

Can You Help? 

June Dates to Remember: 

1st June - Volunteers’ Morning Tea 

6th June - WA Day Public Holiday — Society Closed. 

June 2022 

Eastern Goldfields Historical Society            2022-06 

Goldfields Diggings 

Contact Details 

Phone: 08 9093 3360 

Email: 

eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org.au 

Website: 

www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au 

Do you purchase the 

newspaper every day and 

then put it in the recycling 

bin?  

The Society collects articles 

from the Kalgoorlie Miner for 

future reference. If you would 

be willing to donate your read 

newspapers to us, we can put 

them to good use. You can 

drop them off or we will 

collect fortnightly. Please, let 

us know. 

Wednesday the 18th May saw the EGHS 

descend upon the WMC Conference 

Centre on MacDonald St to listen to the 

master story teller, Bill Bunbury, regale us 

with stories of the past. The night was a 

huge success and the EGHS extends 

thanks to Bill and Jenny Bunbury for 

making the trip to Kalgoorlie-Boulder for the event.  Approximately 62 people 

joined the Society to listen to Bill talk about the 1934 race riots - A Bad Blue, 

Timber for Gold and With Dollypot, Pick & Shovel.  

To all the volunteers on the evening -  the night would not have been a huge 

success without you. Thanks to everyone that generously brought a plate of 

food - we enjoyed a plentiful range of tasty delights. 

Special thanks must go to the following people: 

Tim Cudini - designing the poster for use around town and on the internet. 

Ethel Chinnery - helping organise the radio and newspaper interviews, setting 

up, helping on the bookstall and making the sandwiches.  

Helen Sheehan - helping to organise the supper and setting up on the night. 

Jan Lamont - helping in the book stall and helping with supper. 

Rosie Stroud - everything else that may have been forgotten.  

 

    

    

    

    

  Images by 

  Claire Weir. 

Bill Bunbury Visit 

Membership is now due! 
 

If you haven’t already 

received an invoice for your 

membership fees, you should 

get one over the next few 

days. Payment is required by 

the end of the month.  

 

Paying by EFT: 

BSB: 0665143 

Account: 00900580 

REF: Surname/Invoice  

Number 

mailto:eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org.au
http://www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au
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Now stocking white cotton gloves for handling your 

precious memories.  

From the Library 

Book Shop News 

Thanks 
 

Thanks to Gerry for hanging 
the whiteboard in the  

kitchen. 

2022 Affiliates State 
History Conference 

 
September 9th—11th 

 
The Royal Western 

Australian Historical Society 
Annual State History  

Conference of Affiliated 
Societies is being held in 
Denmark this year. For 

more information please 
contact the Denmark 

Historical Society.  
 
info@denmarkhistoricalsoc
ietywa.org.au 

Document Box 
A4/Foolscap document kit-
box style. Includes: 
Charcoal manuscript box, 
25 document wallets, 10 
foolscap Melinex/Mylar 
sleeves & 100pk of 25mm 
plastic paper clips 

New to the bookshop - Genealogy Preservation Kits.  

Photo Binder 
Photo kit-black fully 
enclosed binder/slipcase 
includes a choice of 2 x 25 
sleeves pack.   

Document Binder 
A4 Document kit - charcoal 
binder/slipcase. Comes 
with  50 A4 Sleeves. 

$35.00 

$16.50 

For Sale in the Bookshop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$30 

mailto:info@denmarkhistoricalsocietywa.org.au
mailto:info@denmarkhistoricalsocietywa.org.au
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The EGHS is now on YouTube. Via video link only at this stage, members can 

listen to a selection of Oral History Recordings. 

 

If you click on the link below you will be taken to a recording of J.A. Gorman 

talking about his life on the Goldfields. 

 
  https://youtu.be/PCDz7dkRG8w  

 

Fun fact - we need these recordings transcribed. If this is something you think 

you would be good at, please get in contact.  

We are looking for images of all the plaques and monuments around the 

Eastern Goldfields. If you are out and about and see one, can you please take a 

picture and send it into us? We would also appreciate the GPS co-ordinates. 

We are still chasing images 

of Boulder Speedway. If 

you have any you would 

like to share, please email: 
eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org.au 

Do you need help digitising 

old photographs from your 

own collections?  

 

Call in and speak to the 

volunteers. We would be 

happy to help.  

DGR Status 
 

Did you know that the 

Eastern Goldfields 

Historical Society Is  

recognised as a DGR or 

Deductible Gift Recipient?  
 

A DGR is an organisation 

that can receive donations 

that are tax  deductible. 
 

What does this mean?  
 

If you make a donation  to 

the EGHS you may be able 

to deduct that gift from 

your own income - claim 

the donation as a 

deduction when filing your 

personal income tax return 

for the year.  
 

For more information 

please speak to your  

accountant.  

Graham Smythe sent in some images of the Boulder Speedway from the early 

70s.  Graham was inducted into the Sporting Hall of Fame in 2021. 

YouTube - Oral History Recording 

Eastern Goldfields Plaques & Monuments  

Boulder Speedway 

https://youtu.be/PCDz7dkRG8w
mailto:eghs@kalgoorliehistory.org.au?subject=Boulder%20Speedway%20Images
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The Paris Exhibition 1900, saw the Burbank's Birthday Gift exhibit a gilded 

poppet head. The model was manufactured by Thompson and Co. It was made 

to  the  scale of one foot to ten feet and with  gold equaling to 1/10th  the 

weight of gold raised from the mine.  

Burbank’s Birthday Gift 

Can you help? 
 

We are looking for images 

of headframes from WMC 

Mines (any and all) but 

specifically any images of 

winders or headframes 

from the Oritava from 

1939. The mine was 

previously called the 

Adeline.  

Available to borrow from the 

EGHS library.  

Article  (to the left) taken 

from the Mount Alexander 

Mail (Vic) Friday 10 March 

1899. Page 2.  
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The EGHS has set up an ac-

count with containers for 

change. If you would like to 

donate to a worthy cause 

please consider us. 

 

Scheme ID: C10397895 

Aussie Bread Tags for 

Wheel Chairs 

The EGHS is now  one of 

the two collection points in 

the Goldfields.  Don’t 

forget to  drop them off! 

Two of our wonderful volunteers, Graham 

and Iryna, were nominated for 

recognition for all the work they do 

around the Society.  

 

Graham works in the warehouse cataloguing the maps  and Iryna is our  

lovely cleaning lady. Graham comes down to the Society three times a week 

and Iryna comes out twice a week.  
 

Graham attended a morning tea put on by the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Volunteers 

Centre and both had their images on display at the Library. 
 

Thanks to all the wonderful volunteers who come down to the Society. 

Although we were only able to nominate two people this time, it does not 

mean that all the hard work done by everyone else goes unnoticed.  

 

If you know of anyone interested in 

volunteering, please ask them to call us on 

9093 3360. 

 

Volunteer News 

Thanks to the following volunteers at the Society: Scott Wilson, Tim Cudini, 

Robin Bowden, Rob Wall, Jan Lamont, Gerry Lamont, John Rees, Ethel 

Chinnery, Arthur Ward,  Helen Sheehan, Gwen Brown, Claire Weir, Di 

Stockdale, Lindsay Stockdale, Bev Quartermaine, Ross Quartermaine, Mary 

Williams, Barry Aslett, Ian Foster, Graham Blyth, Marilyn Blyth, Andrew Paja, 

Chiaki Chambers, Nola Luke, Nadra Calver, John Fanetti, Angela Hooks, Elvie 

Torpy, Iryna Barnes, Peter Dillion, Jan McLeod, Clare Fleming, Kate Smart and 

Phil Stroud. 

For Sale in the Book Shop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

$75 

Member Brad Purser has contacted the society and has asked us to let you 

know that he has two books for sale: Golden Destiny  (number 184) and 

Fields of Gold. For more information please contact Brad at 

bradpurser@outlook.com 

Members’ Contact 

mailto:Bradpurser@outlook.com
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Thanks to Graham for 

hanging up the old 

Kanowna barrel rings on 

the fence. They look great. 

We are always interested in 
images and stories from 
the 50s, 60s, 70s, 80s, 90s 
and up until now, that 
pertain to the Eastern 
Goldfields.  
 
If you have them and you 
would like to share them, 
come and see the 
volunteers at the Society.  

We are also on the look out 
for a small garden shed. If 
you have one that you 
might like to donate to the 
Society, please let us know.  

The plant display is looking 

a bit empty… 

If you have any plants you 

would like to donate to the 

Society, that would be 

greatly appreciated. Please 

drop them off. 

We still have lots of books 

that we would like 

someone to read and write 

indexes for. If you are 

interested, please get in 

contact with us.  

Curatorial Curiosities 

The storage area at the Historical Society is filled with 

many great items and one of them is a practice aerial 

bomb. Possibly may have come from the World War II 

RAAF base once located in Boulder. 

Big Bell - A Donation 

1. Mess Hall with places for 250. 2. Big Bell headframe. 3. Big Bell Hotel with 

single men's quarters in background. 4. Mixing tank and boiler.  

Recently Kate Marshall contacted the 

Society with a collection of photographs 

from Big Bell circa  1937. Big Bell is 

located north west of Cue in the 

Murchison Goldfields.  



 
.  
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Bill Bunbury Books  
 

Available to purchase at 

the Society.  

The Balloon Went Up 

Check out our new sign on the corner of Burt & Hamilton Streets! 
Thanks to Gerry, John and Graham for hanging it . 

Taken from “The Glittering Years: Kalgoorlie and Boulder” 

By Arthur L. Bennett. 

 

Boulder: A well known town handyman staggered out of a shed with two tins of 

kerosene, followed to the centre of the oval by the parachutist and his 

manager.  

 

The crowd cheered like mad, as knots were untied, ropes straightened and the 

material unrolled. 
 

The handyman had started a fire in a bundle of straw, helped on by the kero, 

and the hot air was directed into the envelope. 
 

By this time a circle of fascinated youngsters had crowded round the balloon, 

and the manager called for volunteers to hold down the material to enable it to 

inflate. A hundred kids run to offer their services, their taut fingers gripping the 

cloth ropes. 
 

“When the balloon is filled and I say let go, be sure you do or you’ll be carried to 

kingdom come”, yelled the manager. 
 

More kero fed the flames, there was a puff of black smoke and the big, black 

envelope began to swell, with children hanging on grimly to fabric and ropes. 

The handy man threw more fuel on the flames. Next, in his excitement, he 

kicked over a tin of kero. 
 

A column of flame shot up, the kids scattered, and in seconds the balloon was 

on fire. 
 

Five minutes later all that remained was a heap of ash,  the crowd groaned their 

disappointment. 

Dryblower 

Do you have an old 

dryblower laying around 

that you don’t know what 

to do with?  

Contact the EGHS and we 

will happily take it off your 

hands 

The Eastern Goldfields Historical Society acknowledges the continued support of the 
City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder. 


